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Gov. Andrew Cuomo said at today’s cabinet meeting he wasn’t offended by the proposed 63rd Senate district per se as much as he against the process that produced it.

“I don’t think a 63rd seat is the most egregious problem,” he said. “I think the lines are the problem. I think what is most egregious is the lack of independence in the process and what’s most egregious for us today is that at this rate is nothing will change.”
But the new seat, being carved out of the Capital Region and looks like a bent pinky finger, is clearly designed for a Republican to win. It’s the main bone of contention for a lawsuit filed against LATFOR, the legislative commission charged with redrawing the lines.

Senate Republicans say the Constitution gives them the authority to add the seat since the state’s population grew overall in the last 10 years. New York is losing two House seats because the state’s population did not grow as fast in proportion to the rest of the country.

The new seat would also put to rest the possibility of a 31-31 tie in the even-numbered Senate.

Despite the growing calls from Senate Democrats and minority groups to veto the lines once their approve, Cuomo remained more or less on his standard talking points this afternoon when taking questions on redistricting, reiterating that he wanted to see fairer lines and a Constitutional amendment for independent redistricting for the next go-round in 2022.

The governor seemed resigned to letting the courts take the mess. If anything, it’s highlighted Cuomo’s distaste for publicly getting himself into spats between different conferences of the Legislature.

“This is their problem. This is a problem that’s now between the Legislature and the judiciary,” Cuomo said. “The courts have made their anxiety clear.”
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